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vi Introduction
hon0}1red 5 and that anyone may offer a Pinda to anybody by
uttermg_ h.ls name and gotra and can offer a pinda to oneself*.
Gaya is thus the most sacred centre to pay the debt of our

ancestors and to redeem them from their pligh
ts and
for them the highest abode. phg secure

*Fox" details sec Va.P, II. Chs. 45-50, There are of course a few diver-
gences in other Purinas about the details of the Yatri but TSS follows

Va. P.

VAYU PURANA

PART I
SECTION 1 : PRAKRIYA PADA

CHAPTER ONE

(Summary of Gontents)

Obeisance to Sri Ganesa

One should read or recite any Purdna or ltihdsa text® after
having paid obeisance to Narayana? and Nara,® the most ex-
cellent of men, as well as to goddess Sarasvatl.

1. This verse, originally used at the beginning of the Mbh, is adopted by
Purana-writers as well, for example, Bh. P. 1. 2. 4; and the word ‘Faya’
therein is interpreted by the commentators Vira Raghava and Sukadeva as
another name of the Bh. P, Thus the word ‘Jaya’ became a generic term used
both for Itihisa (Mbh.) and Purana texts (Bh. P.,Va.P.). Hence ‘jaya’is
interpreted as ‘any Puréga or Ttihisa’ here. Bhavisya Purina states @

Tathaive vispudharmasca Sivadharmasca Sasvatah/
Fapeti ndma tesam ca pravadanti manisinah/[
Compare KP 1.53. 33; I1. 46.

9. Nardyapa ; The god who lay on cosmic waters of the deluge before
creation. This aspect of this deity is recorded in the etymology of his name
in Manu 1. 10, Mbh. Santi 328, 25:

Apo ndrd iti prokid, apo vai narasinavah/
Ta yadasyGyanarh pirvsh tena ndrdyana smytah/]

In early Vispuism, Visnu and Narayana were not identical; the amalga-
mation of Visnu of Vedic Brahmanism and Nariyana of the Paficardtras
was a later development (vide J. Gonda, Aspects of Early Vispuism; also G. V.
Tagare, Bhagavata Purdna (AITM), Part I, Introduction, pp. xli-xlv).

3. Nara : An incarnation of Vispu : born of Dharma and Miirti, daughter
of Daksa; a constant associate of Narayana while performing penance at
Badarikaérama. The Mahabharata heroes Krsna and Arjuna are regarded

as incarnations of Naradyana and Nara.



Vayu Purina

Victory to Vyasa,! the son of Parasara and the gladdener of
the heart of Satyavati—Vyasa from whose lotus-like mouth
flowed forth the nectar of words, which the whole universe
imbibes.

1. I seek refuge in Lord I¢ana (Siva), the eternal, steady,
immutable, great god of noble soul, the lord of the entire
universe,

2-6. Desirous of knowing (more about) Puranas, legends,
(etc.) I seek refuge in Lord Brahma, the creator of the worlds,
(who is) omniscient, unvanquished, the noble lord of (everyth-
ing) past, present and future; God Brahma, the lord of
the universe in whom are inherent the four divine excellences,
viz. unparalleled knowledge, detachment, supremacy and virtue
(dharma); (Lord Brahma) who for ever visualizes all beings
(irrespective of their being) manifest or unmanifest, which
re-enter the Lord (Brahma) for cessation of activities (at the
time of the dissolution of the universe); (God Brahma) the
creator of the world, the knower of the reality of the world,
the knower of the principles, who, resorting to Yoga, created
all living beings mobile and immobile; the unborn’ lord, the
creator of everything, the lord in the form of consciousness and
the cosmic witness of the world.

7-9. After bowing with devoted and pious mind to Brahma,
Vayu and Indra, to the noble-souled Vasistha, the most ex-
cellent of the sages, and to his (Vasistha’s) great-grandson,
Vyasa, Krspa Dvaipayana, who had attained pre-eminent

fame as a sage of great purity, and to sage Jatukarna,® I shall

1. Vyasa : Vyisa means “an arranger”. In every Dvipara Yuga, the
work of arranging the floating Vedic Mantras into Sarhités—compilation—is
done by a person. And he is called Vyisa. The compilation of the Mbh. and
eighteen Puranas is assigned to him. The present Vyasa is the son of
Satyavati, the incarnation of Vasavi, the daughter of Pitrs, His father was
sage Parasara, the grandson of sage Vasistha, He was dark in complexion
and was concealed in an islet in a river by Satyavati (Mbh. Adi. 63. 68).
Hence he came to be known as ‘Krsna Dvaipayana’,

2. Fatukarpa; (also Jatukarnya) : A sage noted for self-control; a
member of Yudhisthira’s court (Mbh. Sabha. 4.14). One wonders why Pari-
$ara did not teach the Purinas (for example this and Bd. P.) directly to his
son Vyasa but did so through Jatukarna,
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(now) narrate this Purdna related by Brahma,which is on a Par
with the Vedas and which is embellished by sacred treatises
consisting of sections on Dharma (virtue), Artha (wealth) and
Nydya (justice orright conduct).

10-12. While Asimakrsna,? the valiant king of unequal%ed
splendour and the most excellent among soverei.gn§ was ru11n1g
over the Earth righteously, the sages of well-disciplined souls
performed a sacrifice of long duration in the holy _1§nd of
Kuruksetra? on the sacred bank of the river Drsadvati. 'The
sages were devoted to truth and holy rites. They were straight-
forward. Their sins had been quelled. They were quiescent, had
full mental control and had conquered the sense-organs. They
were within the precincts of the Naimisa? forest and had been
initiated in accordance with the sacredscriptures.

1. Asimarkrsna : or Adhisimakrsna :

The great-grandson of Janamejaya 1II who was the great?gfandsoxi ?f thef
‘Mahabharata hero Arjuna, He was a contemporary of Divakara, ilgezl
Avodhya and king Senajit of Magadha. All. t.hese k1f1gs belo}rlxigcd to ta : o
or 7th generation of their forebears who participated in the I:‘ ?;a.ta :;S t o
was during the reign of Asimakrsna that the grea_t Satira © . yed ? oo
place at Kuruksetra on the bank of the Drsadvati. The date assigne
.king, viz. B. C. 850 by Pargiter is now discarded.

9. Kuruksetra : The famous battlefield where_ the war between Kaut;vai
and Pandavas was fought. The different battles in that war wf:lxiedfo:li n'; ';;
and around Thaneswar in Haryana, Thus Abhimanyu was kille ha :h_,
5 miles south of Thaneswar; Bhisma died at Nagdu, 11 miles t(z1 't ‘:- so:. -
west of Thaneswar. Historic battles were fought h.cre fron} Ve ic 1m:ha_
A.D. 1761, the date of the third battle of Panipat, anc11e(1;1t Panipras
a village claimed by Yudhisthira from Duryodbana (De, 110). .

3. Dysadoati : The Chitang—a tributary of the Ghagg?,‘; ]:?ftiw::?;n e
Yamuna and Sutlej—M. Ali, p. 115. De has accepted this identiiic
correct {p. 58.) instead of with the Ghaggar. .

4. '1('25 Naimisa forest : The description here show.s that t}11)115 fct):;it trz:::;

b Lot B e oveen (I’fhane,' H ?O:Z;xz 8ti)c bI;nl:Sofptcl)'xs:lemati round

were two Naimisa forests, the origina ° e

ims3 fles from Lucknow and one in Kuruksetra as \/.‘a. L Is p

1:1;::: ?hisp::g)imance of the Sattra on the Dl:sad.\{ati. Was 11I:<thatkza;§:: ;:(;

ident of Naimisa forest on the Gomati in U. P. migrated to Kuruks o and

ihe sages being Naimiseyas (inhabitants of Naimisaranya), the area o i
Satira came to be called Naimisaranya in Kuruksetra ?
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13-16. The highly intelligent Sita® who was the most
excellent among the reciters of Purapas came there to see the
sages.

He became well-known to the world as Lomaharsana? (the
Thriller who made hair stand on their ends) as he thrilled the
members of his audience with delight by his excellent (absor-
bing) narration,

He was the most intelligent disciple of the sage Vedavyisa,
the store-house of penance, Vedic learning and good conduct.

The association of the sages of Naimisaranya and their performance of a
Sattra is as old as Vedic times. According to Kane (ibid) ““Naimisya vai
satiram dsata” occurs in Kathaka Sarhhits X, 6 {I could not trace it). But
if the references given by him to the Sarhhita and Brahmanas be correct and
if the direction of the spread of Aryandom from the West to the East be

presumed. the Vedic references might be to the Naimisaranya in the Kuruk~
setra area.

1. Sita:

As stated below in vv. 26-33, Siita is the offspring of a Brahmana woman
from a Ksatriya male, a view endorsed by Manu X. 11, Yajfiavalkya I1.93.
He was not eligible for Vedic lore but was to recite [ltikdsa and Purapa.
Gautama regards Sata asa Pratiloma (Dharma Sitra 15-16), Kautilya
agrees with this status of a Sita but distinguishes this Sitta, the narrator of
Purinas probably as a sage different from ordinary Sitas (Paurdnikas tvanyal
sato magadhasea brahmaksattrad visesatah—Arthg Sistra II1. 7, p. 165).

There is another derivation of Sitz from 4/ Su—*to extract (Soma Jjuice)’,
In the sacrifice of King Prthu, Siita appeared for the first time while extract-
ing Soma on the prescribed day (Sutyaha) but the libations of Soma intended
for Brhaspati got mixed with that for Indra and were offered to Indra. Hence
he became of a mixed class A{vv. 28-30). KP.I. 1.6 regards Romaharsana
as an incarnation of Visnu born on Sugpaha with the mission of recounting
Purana-Sarmhit;. Romaharsana, however, does not claim here to be Visnu’s
incarnation. The birth of Siita on the Sutydha is recorded in Bd, P, II. 36.
158-73, Pd. P. II. 27. 65-87, Sk. P. Prabhasa 1.8.

2. Ro(Lo)ma-harsana:

This appears to be the special designation of this Sata as he thrilled the
audience with delight and made their hair stand on their end. Hence Brih-
mana performers of sacrifices offered him a higher place while he narrated a
Purana. This post of honour above the Brahmanas cost him his life as the
hot-headed Balarama killed him when during his visit to Naimisarapya, he
found Romaharsana occupying a higher seat in the assembly of Brihmanas
(Bh. P.X. 78. 28). Our Purina pays high tribute to his scholarship (vv,
13-16, 21-24).
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He was well-known in the three worlds. The 'entire Puranic
lore was well established in him. His scholarship had .become
extensive through his study of the Mahabharata. Stories con-

" ducive to (four Purusdrthas, viz.) Dharma (virtue), Artha

(wealth), Kama (desire) and Moksa (liber:fttion) were ﬁrml})lf
rooted in him. Wise sayings and sage discourses came fort
from him as medicinal herbs from the (mother) earth.

17. He (the Sita) who was an adept in decorum, approac-
hed the highly intelligent and promine:nt sages as per prol.);:ﬁ
procedure, After coming near, he paid them obeisance wi
folded palms. .

That brilliant scholar pleased those sages by prostrating
himself before them (to show respect). ‘

18. The lustrous sages who were performing sessional
sacrifices were delighted; so also were the ‘members of the
sacrificial assembly. They duly greeted him with gentle words
and honoured him. '

19. On seeing that highly reliable schol_ar Lomaharsana,
there arose in them the desire to hear the Purdna. o

20. The chief householder (the sponsor) of that sacrificial
session who was an expert in all (sacred) lores, understood
their desire from their gestures. Consequently, he urged the
Siita (as follows) :

21. ¢“O Siita ! For learning I#hdsa and Purdnas, the vener-
able and highly intelligent sage Vyasa, the greatest among
the knowers of Brahman (or Vedas), has bee{1 proPcrly
served and propitiated by you. And you have .(as if) .I:.mlked
from his intellectual store, legends based on ancient tradition.

22. The prominent sages are anxious to hear the
Purana. Therefore it behoves you to narrate those legends to
them.

23. Allthe noble persons, the knowers of .Brahman (or
Veda) who have assembled here, belong. to different lcla.ns

(gotras) . May they hear about their respective clan-genealogies
through the Purdnas.

24, Please expound (the Puraga) to these_: sages, who}
along with their sons, have assembled here for this sacrifice of .
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a .
by(:lnsg ;’l}zl.;anon. Indecd., you have been (strongly) remembered

o {lj e we were being consecrated for this sacrifice.”
i w .rged thus.for (narrating) the Purdna by the sages
- w::: élnteres(;ed in (had some knowledge of) the Puré.rgms
evoted to truth and i G '

the proposal (and suiy. and holy rites, the Sita agreed to

Sita said :

26- i i
by s n?;y n::nls f‘the incumbent duty of the Sita, ordained
i e of yore to preserve the genealogies of gods
gn rccordrr&o# glorlcfus kmgs and the traditions of grea‘;
oo \e/ dln (earlier) Itihasas and Puranas by those well-
2650 Bute ic lore (o'r expou.nders of Brahman).
Vedic 101:6 . hnowhert:: is .the eligibility of the Siata for the
sesibed) Wh}ic as recitation of the Veda etc.) seen (pre-
ol (.)f Vel e the sacr1ﬁce of the noble-souled (king) Prthu,
o ex?ra’ was being performed, Siita appeared for the
s e untact}llng Soma (on the prescribed Sutpa day)
bl Ete do dt e fire, but h.e became of a mixed caste as the
e ;1 ceI for Brhaspati was got mixed up with the one
ened thre Sn_ ra and was ?ﬁ"cred to god Indra. Therefrom
T o the ¢ utafdue to t'h1s grievous mistake and expiatory
. performed (in that sacrifice) as atonement for the
" :]25 flsol‘,l; rwas born (as a pratiloma child) from a Ksatriya
e ;imﬂar.t- caste man, of a Brahmana woman, on account
Ksatrive heii ies of1 t?’le inherent .qualities of the former (i.e.
ol Ksatr,i ya).s proclaimed as having similar duties (like those
. Ir3112.l KThu§ the Siita who was born of a Brahmana receptacle
v satriya source, has (some) qualities with the form
( ca;t;) an(.i s0 ‘has some identity of duties with them -
depenainlginmlgjiu}g duty ( way of maintenance) is the pursuit
o h‘ riya prof:essmn sucl} as maintaining chariots,
et oIrses. Practice of medicine was his inferior duty.
Brahn.l 1_kce have been commanded by expounders of
an like you, to followmy duty, how can I decline to

narrate to you in detai - . .
sages. you 1n details the Purdpa so highly worshipped by

1.34-41 7
34, Vasavil was born as the mental daughter of the Pitrs
(manes) . Being cursed by her father, she was born in the
species (womb) of a fish.?
35. Vyasa, the great yogin and the foremost among the
knowers of the Vedas, was born of her, just as fire is born of

the arani stick.

36. I make obeisance to Vyasa, the venerable sage, prota-
gonist of Bhrgu’s lore, the ancient Purusa, the great lord Vispu
in the guise of a human being.

37. TEven as he was born, the entire Vedic lore in all its
compendiums appeared before him, but he formally attained
it from Jatukarna, asit was his duty to study it from a pre-
ceptor. '

38. He churned the ocean of the Vedas with the churning-
rod of his intellect and produced the Moon in the form of the
Mahabharata.

39. Justas a tree proliferates into many branches after
reaching fertile soil and in congenial season, the tree in the
form of the Vedaspread out in different branches after reaching
him (Vyasa).

40. I have listened to this Purana from that omniscient
expounder of Brahman, who is conversant with the Vedas, who
is honoured by all and is of blazing brilliance.

41. I shall now relate in detail the Purana narrated by
Vayu formerly?, when he was urged by the noble sages of

Naimisa.

1. Vasavi :
Mbh. Adi. (63. 51-73) endorses this legend but there she is said to be born

of Uparicara Vasu and Adrika, a celestial damsel cursed to be a female fish
and was then in her fish-form. The Mbh. records that twins were found in
the belly of the defunct Apsara-fish. The king of the place adopted the boy
who became known as a pious king called Matsya -and the girl with the foul
smell was handed over to Daga-rija. She became a sweet-smelling lady
through the favour of sage Parasara when she responded to his overtures
(Ibid. Adi. 63. 70-83).

9. Satyavati, the mother of Vyisa, was

(vide Mbh. Adi. 63.50-69). -
3. It means that the present Purdna which is being narrated by the

Sita at Kuruksetra was formerly recited by Vayu to the sages of Naimisa
forest (mod. Nimsar in U.P.)

born in the womb of a fish.




