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THE THIRD
ANNIVERSARY DISCOURSE,

DELIVERED 2 FEBRUARY, 1786.
" BY

THE PRESIDENT.

IN the former difcourfes, which I had the ho-
nour of addrefling to you, Gentlemen, on the -
inflitution and objeéis of our Society, I confined
myfelf purpefely to general topicks; giving in
the firft a diftant profpe@ of the vaft career, on
which we were entering, and, in the fecond, ex-
hibiting a more diffufe, but ftill fuperficial,
fketch of the various difcoveries in Hiftory,
Science, and Art, which we might juftly expe&
from our ‘inquiries into the literature of Afia.
I now propofe to fill up that outline fo com-
- prehenfively as to omit nothing effential, yet fo
concifely as to avoid being tedious; and, if the
ftate of my health fhall fuffer me to continue
long enough in this climate, it is my defign,
with your permiffion, to prepare for our annual
meetings a feries of fhort differtations, uncon-
ne&ed in their titles and fubje&s, but all tending
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to a common point of no fmall importance in
the purfuit of interefting truths.

Of all the works, which have been publifhed
in our own age, or, perhaps, in any other, on
'~ the Hiftory of the Ancient World, and the fir/t
population of this habitable glsbe, that of Mr.
Jacos BryanT, whom I name with reverence -
and affeGtion, has the beft claim to the praife of
deep erudition ingenioufly applied, and new
theories happily illuftrated by an aflemblage of
numberlefs converging rays from a moft exten-
five circumference : it falls, neverthelefs, as every
human work muft fall, thort of perfetion ; and
the leaft fatisfaGory part of it feems to be that,
which relates to the derivation of words from
Afiatick languages. Etymology has, no doubt,
fome ufe in hiftorical refearches ; but it is a me-
dium of proof fo very fallacious, that, where it
elucidates one fa@, it obfcures a thoufand, and
‘more frequently borders on the ridiculous, than
leads to any folid conclufion: it rarely carries
with it any internal power of conviion from a
refemblance of founds or fimilarity of letters;
yet often, where it is wholly unaffifted by thofe
advantages, it may be indifputably proved by
extrinfick evidence. We know.a pofleriori, that
both fitz and hijo, by the nature of two feveral
.diale@s, are derived from filius; that uncle comes
- from avus, and firanger from exira; that jour
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is deducible, through the Ttakian, from dies; and
roffignol from lufcinia, or ‘the finger in groves;
that fciuro, écureuil, and_fyuirrel are compounded
of two Greek words defcriptive of the animal;
which etymologies, though they could not have
been demonttrated 4 priori, might ferve to con-
firm, if any fuch confirmation were neceffary,
the proofs of a conneéion between the mem-
bers of one great Empire ; but, when we derive
our hanger, or fbort pendent fword, from the
Perfian, becaufe ignorant travellers thus mis-
fpell the word kbamjar, which in truth means
b differént weapon, or fandal-wood from ‘the
Greek, becaufe we fappofe, that fardals were
fometimes made of it, we gain no ground in
proving the affinity of nations, and only weaken
arguments, which might otherwife be firtmly
fupported. ~ That Cu’s then, or, as it cértainly
§s written in one ‘ancient diale@, €u”r, and in
others, -probai)ly, Ca’s, enters into the com-
pofition of many proper names, we may very
reafonably believe; ‘and that Algeziras takes its
name from the Arabick word for an ifland, can-
not be doubted; but, when we are told from
‘Europe, that places and provinces in India were
clearly denominated from thofe words, ‘Wwe can-
not but obferve, in the firft ‘inftance, that the
town, in which we now are affembled, is pro-
perly written and pronounced Calicdfa; that
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.both Cdté and Cut unqueflionably méean places

of firength, or, in general, any inclofures; and

* that-Gyjarat is at leaft as remote from Jezirab
in found, as it is in fituation.

Another exception (and a third could hardly
be difcovered by any candid criticifm) to the
Analyfis of Ancient Mythology, is, that the method
of reafoning and arrangement of topicks adopted
in that learned work are riot quite agreeable to
the title, but almoft wholly fynthetical; and,
though fynthefis may be the better mode in pure
Seience, where the principles are undeniable, yet:
it feems lefs calculated to give complete fatis-

fa&ion in bifforical difquifitions, where every
poftulatum will perhaps be refufed, and every
definition controverted : this may feem a flight
obje&tion, but the fubjet is in itfelf fo intereft-
ing, and the full convition ef all reafonable men
{o defirable, that it may not be loft labour te difs
cufs the fame or a fimilar theory in a method
purely analytical, and, after beginning with fa&ts
of general notoriety or undifputed evidence, to
inveftigate fuch truths, as are at firft unknown
or very imperfectly difcerned.

The five principal nations, who have in difs
ferent ages divided among themf{elves, as a kind
of inheritance, the vaft continent of Afia, with
the many iflands depending on it, are the In-
dians, the Chinefe, the Tartars, the Arabs, and

VOL. I. E ' -
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the Perfians: who they feverally were, whence,
and when they came, where they now are fet-
tled, and what advantage a more perfe® know-
ledge of them all may bring to our European
world, will be thown, I truft, in five diftin&
effays; the laft of which will demonftrate the
connexion or diverfity between them, and folve
the great problem, whether they had any com-
mon origin, and whether that origin was tbe
Jame, which we generally afcribe to them.

I begin with India, not becaufe I find reafon
to believe it the true centre of population or of
knowledge, but, becaule it is the country, which
we now inhabit, and from which we may beft
furvey the regions around us; as, in popular
. language, we fpeak of the rifing fun, and of his
progrefs through the Zodiack, although it had
long ago been imagined, and is now demon-
firated, that he is himfelf the centre of our pla-
netary fyftem. Let me here premife, that, in
all thefe inquiries concerning the hiftory of India,
I fhall confine my refearches downwards to the
Mobammedan conquefts at the beginning of the
eleventh century, but extend them upwards, as
high as poflible, to the earlieft authentick records
of the human f{pecies.

India then, on its moft enlarged fcale, in
which the ancients appear to have underftood it,
“comprifes an area of near foriy degrees on each
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fide, including a fpace almoft as large as all
_ Europe; being divided on the weft from Perfia
by the Arachofian mountains, limited on the eaft
by the Chinefe part of the farther peninfula, con-
fined on the north by the wilds of Tartary, and
extending to the fouth as far as the ifles of Java.
This trapezium, therefore, comprehends the ftu-
pendous hills of Potyid or Tibet, the beautiful
valley of Cafbmir, and all the domains of the
old Indofcythians, the countries of Népdl and
Butdnt, Cémrup or Afim, together with Siam,
Ava, Racan, and the bordering kingdoms, as
far as the China of the Hindus or Sin of the Ara-
bian Geographers; not to mention the whole
weftern peninfula with the celebrated ifland of
Sinbala, or Lion-like men, at its fouthern ex-
tremity. By India, in fhort, I mean that whole
extent of country, in which the primitive re-
ligion and languages of the Hindus prevail at
this day with more or lefs of their ancient pu-
rity, and in which the Ndgar: letters are ftill
ufed with more or lefs deviation from their
original form.

The Hindus themfelves believe their own
country, to which they give the vain epithets of
Medbyama or Central, and Punyabbimi, or the
Land of Virtues, to have been the portion of
BHARAT, one of nine brothers, whofe father had
the dominion of the whole earth ; and they re- |

E.2



80 | THE THIRD DISCOURSE,

prefent- the mountains of Himdélaya as lying to
the north, and, to the weft, thofe of Vindbya,
called alfo Vindian by the Greeks; beyond which
the Sindbu runs in feveral branches to the fea,
and meets it nearly oppofite to the point of
Duwdraca, the celebrated feat of their Shepherd
God: in the fouth-eaft they place the great river
Saravatya; by which they probably mean that
of Ava, called alflo Airdvati in_part of its ceurfe,
and giving perhaps its ancient name to the gulf
of Sabara. This domain of Bbarat they con-
fider as the middle of the Jambudwipa, which
the Tibetians alfo call the' Land of Zambu ; and
“the appellation is extremely remarkable ; for
Fambu is the Sanfcrit name of a delicate fruit
called fdman by the Mufelmans, and by us rofe-,
apple ; but the largeft and richeft fort is named
Amrita, or Immortal; and the Mythologifts of
- Tibet apply the fame word to a celeftial tree
bearing ambrofial fruit, and adjoining to four
vaft rocks, from which as many facred rivers
derive their feveral fireams.

The inhabitants of this extenfive tra& are de-
{cribed by Mr. Lorp with great exa&nefs, and
with a picturefque elegance peculiar to our an-
cient language: ¢ A people, fays he, prefented
« themfelves to mine eyes, clothed in linen gar-
* ments fomewhat low defcending, of a gefture
“ and garb, as I may fay, maidenly and well
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¢ nigh effeminate, of a countenance fhy and
« fomewhat eftranged, yet fmiling out a glozed
“ and bafhful familiarity.” Mr. OrME, the
Hiftorian of India, who unites an exquifite tafte
for every fine art with an accurate knowledge of
Afiatick manners, obferves, in his elegant pre-
liminary Differtation, that this ¢ country has
¢ been inhabited from the earlieft antiquity by
‘< a people, who have no refemblance, either in
¢« their figure or manners, with any of the na-
« tipns contiguous to them,” and that, * although
« conquerors have eftablithed themfelves at dif-
« ferent times in different parts of India, yet the
# original inhabitants have loft very little of
« their original charaéter.” The ancients, in
fa@, give a defcription of them, which our early
travellers confirmed, and our own perfonal know-
ledge of them nearly verifies ; as you will per-
ceive from a paflage in the Geographical Poem
of Dioxysius, which the Analyft of Ancient
.Mythology has tranflated with great fpiﬁt;

¢ To th’ eaft a lovely country wide extends,

¢ Inp14, whofe borders the wide ocean bounds g

“ On this the fun, new rifing from the main,

¢ Smiles pleas’d, and fheds his early orient beam.
¢ Th’ inhabitants are fwart, and in their locks

¢ Betray the tints of the dark hyacinth. -

¢ Various their functions; fome the rock explore,
% And from the mine extrat the latent gold ; k
#¢ Some labour at the woof with cunning fkill,
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- And manufaCture liner ;" others {hape

¢ And polith iv’ry with the niceft care:

¢ Many retire to rivers fhoal, and plunge

¢ To feck the beryl flaming in its bed,

“ Or glitt’ring diamond. '~ Oft the jafper’s found
¢ Green, but diaphanoué} the topaz too

¢ Of ray ferene and pleafing ; laft of all

¢ The lovely amethyft, in which combine

¢« All the mild fhades of purple. Fhe rich foil,
¢ Wafh’d by a thoufand rivers, from all fides .
¢ Pours on the natives wealth without control.”

Their fources of wealth are ftill abundant
even after fo many revolutions and conquefts;
in their manufa&tures of cotton they ftill furpafs
all the world; and their features have, moft
probably, remained unaltered fince the time of
DIONYSIUS ; nor can we reafonably doubt, how
degenerate and abafed fo ever the Hindus may
" now appear, that in fome early age they were
fplendid in arts and arms, happy in government,
wife in legiflation, and eminent in various know-
ledge: but, fince their civil hiftory beyond the
middle of the nineteenth century from the pre-
fent time, is involved in a cloud of fables, we
feem to poflefs only four general media of fatis-
fying our curiofity concerning it ; namely, firft,
their Languages and Letters; fecondly, their
Pbhilofophy and Religion ; thirdly, the actual re-
mains of their old Sculpture and Architetture ;
and fourthly, the written memorials of their
Sciences and Arts.
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I. It is much to be lamented, that néither the
Greeks, who attended ALEXANDER into India,
nor thofe who were long connefted with it
under the Baffrian Princes, have left us any
means of knowing with accuracy, what verna-
cular languages they found on their arrival in
this Empire. ‘The Mobammedans, we know,
heard the people of proper Hinduflan, or India
on a limited fcale, fpeaking a Bbé/bé, or living
tongue of a very fingular conftrution, the pureft
diale& of which was current in the diftricts
round Agra, and chiefly on the poetical ground
of Mat’hura ; and this is commonly called the
idiom of Prgja. Five words in fix, perhaps, of
this language were derived from the Sanfcrit,
in which books of religion and fcience were com=
pofed, and which appears to have been formed
by an exquifite grammatical arrangement, as the
name itfelf implies, from fome unpolithed idiom ;
but the bafis of the Hinduftani, particularly the
inflexions and regimen of verbs, differed as
widely from both thofe tongues, as Arabick
differs from Perfian, or German from Greek.
Now the general effe&t of conqueft is to leave
the current language of the conquered people
unchanged, or very little altered, in its ground-
‘work, but to blend with it a confiderable number
of exotick names both for things and for actions;
as. it has happened in gvery country, that I can



34 - 'THE, THIRD DISCOURSE,

recolle®t, where the conquerors have not pre-
ferved their own tongue unmixed with that of
the natives, like the Turks in Greece, and the
Saxons in Britain; and this analogy might in-
duce us to believe, that the pure Hindi, whether
of Tartarian or Chaldean origin, was primeval
in Upper India, into which the Sanfirit was
“introduced by conquerors from other kingdoms
in fome very remote age ; for we cannot doubt’
that the lariguage of the Véda’s was ufed in the
great extent of country, which has before been
delineated, as long as the religion of Brahma
has prevailed in it. ’ o

The Sanfcrit language, whatever be its anti-
quity, is of a wonderful ftructure ; more perfe
than the Greek, more copious than the Latin,
and more exquifitely, refined than either, yet
bearing to hoth of them a ftronger affinity, both
in the roots of verbs and in the forms of gram-
mar, than could poflibly have been produced by
accident ; fo ftrong indeed, that no philologer
could examine them all three, without believing
them to have {prung from fome common fource,
which, perhaps, no longer exifts: there is a
fimilar reafon, though not quite fo forcible, for
fuppofing that both the Gothick and the Celtick,
though blended with a very different idiom, had
the fame origin with the Sanfcrit; and the old
;’ngian might be added- to the fame family, if

L4
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this were the place for difcuffing any queftion
concerning the antiquities of Perfa.

The charaéiers, in which the languages of In-,
dia were originally written, are called Ndgari,
from Nagara, a city with the word Déva fome-
times prefixed, becaufe they are believed to have
been taught by the Divinity himfelf, who pre-
fcribed the artificial order of them in a voice
from heaven. Thefe letters, with no greater
variation in their form by the change of ftraight
lines to curves, or converfely, than the Cufick
alphabet has received in its way to India, are
ftill adopted in more than twenty kingdoms and
ftates, from the borders of Cafbgar and Khoten,
to Rdma’s bridge, and from the Sindbu to the
river of Siam; nor can I help believing, al-
though the polithed and elegant- Dévandgari
may not be fo ancient as the monumental cha-
racters in the caverns of Jfarafandba, that the
* {quare Chaldaick letters, in which moft Hebrew
books are copied, were originally the fame, or
derived from the fame prototype, both with the
Indian and Arabjan chara&ers: that the Phe~
nician, from which the Greek and Roman al-
- phabets were formed by various changes and
inverfions, had a fimilar origin, there can be
little doubt; and the infcriptions at Candrab, of
which you now poflefs 2 moft accurate copy,
feem to be .compounded of Ndgari and Etbiox
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pick letters, which bear a clofe relation to each’
other, both in the mode of writing from the
left hand, and in the fingular manner of con-
ne&ing the vowels with the confonants. Thefe
remarks may favour an opinion entertained by
many, that all the fymbols of found, which at
firft, probably, were only rude outlines of the
different organs of {peech, had a common origin:
the fymbols of ideas, now ufed in China and
‘Fapan, and formerly, perhaps, in Egypt and
Mexico, are quite of a diftin& nature; but it is
very remarkable, that the order of founds in the
Cbhinefe grammars correfponds nearly with that
obferved in Tibet, and hardly differs from that,
which the Hindus confider as the invention of
their Gods. '

IL. Of the Indian Religion and Philofophy, I
thall here fay but little; becaufe a full account
of each would require a feparate volume : it will
be fufficient in this differtation to aflume, what
might be proved beyond controverfy, that we
now live among the adorers of thofe very deities,
who were worthipped under different names in
old Greece and Italy, and among the profeflors
of thofe philofophical tenets, which the Fonick
aund Attick writers illuftrated with all the beauties
of their melodious language. On one hand we
fee the trident of NEPTUNE, the eagle of JupI-
TER, the fatyrs of BAccHus, the bow of Curip,
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and the chariot of the Sun ; on another we hear

the cymbals of RuEA, the fongs of the Mufes,
and the paftoral tales of ApoLrLo Nomius. In
more retired {cenes, in groves, and in feminaries
of learning, we may perceive the Brébmans and
the Sarmanes, mentioned by Cremens, dif
puting in the forms of logick, or difcourfing on
the vanity of human enjoyments, on the im-
mortality of the foul, her emanation from the
eternal mind, her debafement, wanderihgs, and
final union with her fource. The fiz philofo-
phical fchools, whofe principles are explained
in the Derfana Saftra, comprife all the meta-
phyficks of the old Academy, the Stoa, the Ly-
ceum ; nor is it poffible to read the Véddnta, or
the many fine compofitions in illuftration of it,
without believing, that PyTHAGORAS and PLA-
To derived their fublime theories from the fame
fountain with the fages of India. The Scytbian
and Hyperborean do&rines and mythology may
alfo be traced in every part of thefe eaftern re-

gions ; nor can we doubt, that Wop or OpEN,.

whofe religion, as the northern hiftorians admit,
- was introduced into Scandinavia by a foreign
race,” was the fame with Buppu, whofe rites

were probably imported into India nearly at

the fame time, though received much later by
the Chinefe, who foften his name into FO'.
" 'This may be a proper place to afcertain' an

{

N
/
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important point ‘in the Chronology of thé Hin-
dus; for the priefts of BubppuaA left in Tibet
and China the precife epoch of his appearance,
real or imagined, in this Empire ; and their in-
formation, which had been preferved in writing,
was compared by the Chriftian Miflionaries and
fcholars with our own era. CouprrLET, DE
GuicNEs, GI0RGI, and Ba1LLry, differ a little
- in their accounts of this epoch, but that of
Couplet {feems the moft correét: on taking, how-
ever, the medium of the four feveral dates, we
- may fix the time of BubppHA, or the ninth great
* incarnation of VisHNU, in the year one thoufand
and fourteen before the birth of CurisT, or twa
thoufand [feven bundred and ninety-nine years
ago, Now the Cdfbmirians, who boaft of his
defcent in their kingdom, aflert that he appeared
~ on earth about two centuries after CRISHNA
the Indian AroLLo, who.took fo deeided a part
in the war of the Mahdbbdrat ; and, if an Ety-
mologift were to {fuppofe, that the Athenians had
embellithed their poetical hiftory of PANDION’S
expulfion and the reftoration of £cEus with
the Afiatick tale of the Pa npus and Yup-
HISHTIR, neither of which words they could
have articulated, I fhould not haftily deride his
conje@ure : certain it is, that Pdndumandel is
called by the Greeks the country of PANDION,
'We have, therefore, determined another interefta
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ing epoch, by fixing the age of CRISHNA near
the three thoufandth year from the prefent time ;
and, as the three firft Avatars, or defcents of
VisuNv, relate’ no lefs clearly to an Univerfal
Deluge, in which eight perfons only were faved,
than the fourth and fifth do to the punifbment of
impiety and the bumiliation of the proud, we may
for the prefent aflume, that the fecond, or filver,
age of the Hindus was fubfequent to the dif-
perfion from Babel; fo that we have only a
dark interval of about a thoufand years, which
were employed in the fettlement of nations, the
foundation of ftates or empires, and the cul-
tivation of civil fociety. The great incarnate
Gods of this intermediate age are both named
Ra’Ma but with different epithets; one of whom
bears a wonderful refemblance to the Indian
BaccHus, and his wars are the fubjeé of feveral
heroick poems. He is reprefented as a defcend-
ent from Su’rya, or the SuN, as the hufband of
Sr'ra’, and the fon of a princefs named Cau’-
SELYA': it is very remarkable,.that the Peru-
vians, whofe Incas boafted of the fame defcent,
ftyled their greateft feftival Ramafitoa ; whence
we may fuppofe, that South America was peopled
by the fame race, who imported into the far-
theft parts of Afia the rites and fabulous hiftory
of Ra'Ma. Thefe rites and this hiftory are ex-
tremely curious ; and, although I cannot believe
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with Nswron, that ancient mythology was
nothing but hiftorical truth in a poetical drefs,
nor, with Bacon, that it confifted folely of
moral and metaphyfical allegories, nor with
BrYANT, that all the heathen divinities are
only different attributes and reprefentations of
the Sun or of deceafed progenitors, but conceive
that the whole {yftem of religious fables- rofe,
like the Nile, from feveral diftin& fources, yet I
cannot but agree, that one great fpring and
fountain of all idolatry in the four quarters of
the globe was the veneration paid by men to
. the vaft body of fire, which ¢ looks from his
fole dominion like the God of this world;”"
and another, the immoderate refpe& thown to
the memory of powerful or virtuous anceftors,
efpecially the founders of kingdoms, legiflators,
and warriors, of whom the Sun or the Mopn
were wildly fuppofed to be the parents.
ITI. The remains of architecture and feulpture
.in India, which I mention here as mere monu-
ments of antiquity, not as fpecimens of ancient
art, feem to prove an early conne&ion between
this country and Africa: the pyramids of Egypt,
the coloffal ftatues defcribed by PAusanias and
others, the fphinx, and the HerMEs Canss, which
laft bears a great refemblance to the Vardbdvatdr;
or the incarnation of VisHNU in the form of a
Boar, indicate the ftyle and mythology of the
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fame indefatigable workmen, who fotmed the
vaft excavations of Cdndrab, the various temples
and images of Buppna, and the idols, which
are continually dug up at Gayé4, or in its vi-
cinity. 'The letters on many of thofe monu-
ments appear, as I have before intimated, partly
of Indian, and partly of Aby/finian or Etbiopick,
origin ; and all thefe indubitable fatts may in-
duce no ill-grounded opinion, that Ethiopia and
Hinduftin were peopled or colonized by the
~ fame extraordinary race; in confirmation of
which, it may be added, that the mountaineers
of Bengal and Bahar can hardly be diftinguith-
ed in fome of their features, particularly their
lips and nofes, from the modern Abyffinians,
whom the Arabs call the children of Cu'sh: and
the ancient Hindus, according to STrRABO, dif-
fered in nothing from the Africans, but in the
ftraitnefs and {moothnefs of their hair, while
that of the others was crifp or woolly ; a differ-
ence proceeding chiefly, if not entirely, from the
refpetive humidity or drynefs of their atmo-
i"pheres: hence the people who received the firft
light of the rifing fun, according to the limited
knowledge of the ancients, are faid by ApuLEIUS .
to be the Arii and Etbhiopians, by which he
clearly meant certain nations of Iidia; where
we frequently fee figuss of Buppra with
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“curled bair apparently defigned for a repre-
fentation of it in its natural ftate.

IV. It is unfortunate, that the Silpi Sifira, or
colletion of treatifes on Arts and Manufactures,
-which muft have contained a treafure of ufeful
information on dying, painting, and metallurgy,
has been fo long negleted, that few, if any,
traces of it are to be found ; but the labours of
the Indian loom and needle have been univer-
fally celebrated ; and fine linen is not improbably
‘fuppofed to have been called Sindon, from the
“name of the river near which it was wrought in
the higheft perfeGtion: the people of Colchis
‘were alfo famed for this manufaGure, and the
Egyptians yet more, as we learn from feveral
paffages in fcripture, and particularly from a
beautiful chapter in EZEKIAL containing the
moft authentick delineation of ancient com-
merce, of which Tyre had been the principal
mart. Silk was fabricated immemorially by the
Indians, though commonly afcribed to the peo«
ple of Serica or Tancit, among whom probably -
the word Ser, which the Greeks applied to the
[filk-worm, fignified gold ; a fenfe, which it now
bears in Tibet. That the Hindus were in early
~ ages a commercial people, we have many reafons
- to believe; and in the firft of their facred law-
tracts, which theyfn”qk to have been revealed
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by MENU many millions of years ago; we find
a curious paffage on the légal intéreft of money,
-and the limited rate of it in’ different cafes, with
an éxception‘in regard to adventures at fea; an
exception, which the fenfe of mankind approves,
and which commerce abfolutely réquires, though
it was not before the reign of CHARLES . that’
our own jurifprudence fully adinitted it in re-
fpe& of maritime contrads. . ‘

We are told by the Grecian writers, that the
Indians weére the wifeft of nations ; and in moral
wifdom, they were certainly eminent: their -
Niti Sdfira, or Syftem of- Ethicks, is yet pre- -
ferved, and the Fables of VISHNUS‘ERMAR,{
whom we ridiculoufly call Pilpay, are the moft
beautiful, if not the- moft ancient, colleGtion
of apelogues in the world : they were firft trans-
ated from the Sanferit, in the fizth century, by
the order of BUZERCHUMIHR, or Bright as the
Sun, the chief phyfician and afterwards Vézir of
the great ANU'SHIREVA'N, and are extant under
various names in more than twenty languages ;
but their original title is Hitdpadéfa, or Amicable
Infiruttion ; and, as the very exiftence of Esop,.
whom the Arabs believe to have been an Aby/~
Jfinian, appears rather doubtful, I am not difin-
clined to fuppofe, that the firft moral fables,
which appeared id Eunﬁe ‘were ef Indum or .
Etbiopian origin.’ 5

VOL. I. F
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" The Hindus are faid to have boafted of three
dnventions, all of which, indeed, are admirable,
the method of inftruéting by apologues, the
decimal feale adopted now by all civilized na-
tions, and the game of Chefs, on which they
'have fome curious treatifes ; but, if their numer-
“ous works on Grammar, Logick, Rhetorick,
-Mufick, all which are extant and acceflible, were
explained in fome language generally known,
it would be found, that they had yet higher pre-
tenfions to the praife of a fertile and inventive
‘genius. Their lighter Poems are lively and ele-
-gant ; their Epick, magnificent and fublime in
the higheft degree; their Purédna’s comprife a
feries of mythological Hiftories in blank verfe
from the Creation to the fuppofed incarnation of
-BupDHA ; and their Védas, as far as we can
Jjudge from that compendium of them, which is
‘called Upanifbat, abound with noble fpeculations
in metaphyficks, and fine difcourfes on the being
‘and attributes of Gop. Their moft ancient me-
dical book, entitled Chereca, is believed to be the
work of S1va ; for each of the divinities in their
Triad has at leaft one facred compofition af-
-cribed to him ; but, as to mere human works on
Hiflory and Geagraphy, though they are faid to
‘be extant in Cafbmir, it has not been yet in my
power. to procure them, What their affrono-
mical and matbematical writings contain, will
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not, I truft; remain long a fecret: they ate eafily
procured, and their importance cahnot be doubt-
ed. The Philofopher, whofe wotks are faid to
includeé a fyftein of the univerfe founded on the
principle of Attration and the Central pofition
of the fun, is named YAVANACHA'RYA, becaufe
he had travélled, we are told, into Jonia: if this
be true, he might have beern oiie of thofe, who
converfed with Pyruacoras; this at leaft is
undeniable, that a book on affronomy in San-
Jerit bears the title of Yavana Fdtica, which may
fignify the Jonic Sefl ; not is it improbable, that
‘the names of the planets and Zodiacal ftars,
-which the Arabs borrowed from the Greeks, but
which we find in the oldeft Indian records, were
originally devifed by the fame ingenious and en-
terprifing race, from whom both Greece and
India were peopled ; the race, who, as DioNY-
8108 defcribes them, o

¢ firft affayed the deep,

¢ And wafted merchandize to coafts unknown,

¢ Thofe, who digefted firft the ftarry choir,

¢ Their motions mark’d, and cal’d them by their names.’

- Of thefe curfory obfervations on the Hindus,

which it would require volumes to expand and

illuftrate, this is the refult : that they had an im-

memorial affinity with the old Perfians, Etbio~

pians, and Egyptians, the Pbenicians, Greeks,
F2
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and Tufcans, the Scytbians or Gotbs, and Celts,

the Chinefe, fapanefe, and Peruvians ; whence,

as no reafon appears for believing, that they

~ were a colony from any one of thofe nations, or

any of thofe nations from them, we may fairly

conclude that they all proceeded from fome

central country, to inveftigate which will be the

obje&t of my future Difcourfes; and I have a

fanguine hope, that your colle&tions during the

prefent year will bring to light many ufeful dif-

coveries ; although the departure for Europe of
a very ingenious member, who firft opened the .
ineftimable mine of San/crit literature, will often

deprive us of accurate and folid information con-

cerning the languages and antiquities of India.
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